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' PROMOTER GIBSON CALLS
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To the Voters of
Rock Island

County

Having in view the agitation to make this locality
anti-saloon territory, with intent to enforce absolute
prohibition, we feel it encumbent upon us to express
our opinions regarding this movement, in clear and
pointed terms.

As citizens of Rock Island county, which includes
in its boundaries the prosperous and progressive cit-
ies of Rock Island, Meoline and East Moline, we
deem that we have its interest, welfare and advance-
ment as much at heart as any of our neighbors. Also
we lay claim to having just as much personally at
stake, since it is in this county that all our property
is located and it is here that we have our homes.

L

We do not hesitate to deelare without equivocation
that the liquor question is one of the most vital im-
portance to the people and government of this coun-
try, and we assert that it must be dealt with courag-
um»«!.\. and, at the same time, in a spirit of utmost
fairness, with entire freedom from passion and preju-
dice.

Accordingly we submit to the calm judgment of
our fellow citizens, with abiding faith in their com-
mon sense and their desire to‘do what is manly and
fair to all, that the present prohibition agitation is:

A menace to business interests.

A blow aimed at the growth and
this whole Itlt‘{t“l_\'.

An attack upon the liberty of the individual.

A misdirected efiort to correct abuses which the
laws heretofore existing are ample if they
are properly enforced.

We further condemn this ation, bécause we
are convinced that its success would not have and
could not have the results expected from it by those
promoting 1t: because we fecl quite justified, on the
grounds of experience and observation, that prohib-
itory laws and votes do not prohibit, that prohibition,
instead of meaning temperance, means, in all cases,
more intemperance, and that such legislation secks
needlessly to abridge the personal wishes, rights and
Iiberties of many. We urge that such needless
abridgement (ngcmlcn lntn.d and resentment, fos-
ters a general disregard of law and operates to make
law-breakers out of many who are otherwise law-
abiding and that, moreover, it furnishes precedent for—|
further invasion of the wishes, rights and liberties of
the people, in matters pertaining to appetite, apparel,
worship and recreation.

[n its aspect with regard to its relation to material
affairs, we also believe, prohibition is a deterrent® to
:ul\':mu'num. depreciates and even destroys property
values while on the other hand it increases taxation,
takes from the community the revenue derived from |{
the liquor business, discourages investments by in-
creasing the ordinary timidity of capital, throws
many out of employment and actuaily drives large
numbers of citizens to seek homes elsewhere.

.-\(‘Cnrdilij_:"} . Weare f_!l':'l‘li_\‘ of the npinion that the
solution of the great problem now under considera-
tion is to be found not in prohibition in any form or
under guise, but in the use of wise legislation, sup-
plemented by new laws if such are found to be re-
quired to bring about proper regulation of the liquor §
husiness. By such means, we are sure, the wishes of
.hc public will be most fully met, and that constant
fear of having their business, built up under existing
laws, destroved, and their accumulations of vears
dissipated, removed permanently from the minds of
those engaged in that line of trade.

In conformity with these views we make
lrr\\'n‘lg'r__ )

" DECLARATION

Saloons, being public places of resort, should be under strict con-
trol, supervision and regulation and we heartily favor such measures,
and insist that all immoral and illegal accessories of the saloon busi-
ness shall be absolutely divorced from the saloons.

We do not believe that a majority, no matter how great, have thae
moral right to force upon a minerity, such legisiation as will resuit
'n oppression and tyranny and in the destruction of liberty and prop-
erty.

We belleve In the greatest personal liberty consistent with publie
good, and that the public good does not and should not require men
to sacrifice their individuality, or their business and property inter-
ests through restrictive governmental process.

We believe that “LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAP- |

of

advancement

Lo correct,

o o1t
('...;__.II

o
—

the fol-

PINESS,” as' declared by the founders of our national government, be-
long by right to all our people, 2nd that upon the maintenance of our *
civil, religious and pelitical lberties, rests the future security, prog- ||
ress and prosperity of the government,
We believe that true liberty consists in the privilege of enjoying
one's own rights, not In the destruction of the rights of others, 1

“EQUAL AND EXACT JUSTICE TO All. SPE-
should be the basis of all law enact-

We belisve that
CIAL PRIVILEGES TO NONE"
ments and their application.

Believing that benefits from the application of the principles we
have hers defined, can be more readily obtained and retained through
wise and conservative legislation, where such leglslation s now lack-
ing. wa hereby pledge. our support to measures and men that sustain
such principles, and we call upon all citizens who have ag heart the
future welfare, happiness, growth and prosperity of our cities and the
county to join with us in this pledge and to use all honorable means |
to discountenance this prohibitory movement which is fraught with °
s0 much possibility of constant disturbance of the relatious of men
and of buginess interests, and which {s, in conseguence, a present and
desided menace to our presperity and advancement.

Vote “NO" on the Local Option Question.

MUNICIPAL LEAGUE OF
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY

Membership Over 10,000 Voters .' &
409 Peoples National bank bullding, Rock Isiand, Fhone 3047 ,!k,,,, ;"




